
                                               Village of Fife Lake 

                                         Council Meeting Minutes 

                                                  March 7, 2016 

 

 

Meeting called to Order at 7pm 

 

Roll call: present: Fisk, Hayes, Kelley, Miller, Deike, and Leedy. 

                Absent: Roesemeier 

                Others: Tessa Johnson- Village Clerk, Valerie Housour -Village Treasurer,  

Martin Miller- D.P.W., Marcia Eby- Deputy Clerk, Bob Johnson- Grand Traverse County 

Commissioner. 

 

Approval of Agenda: Leedy said that the minutes of the Budget Hearing need to be 

added to the Consent Agenda Items from February 25th. Fisk made a motion to approve 

the amended agenda, Miller seconded it. Motion carried with all yeas. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Special Order of Business: Jane Roesemeier's resignation from council. Her letter is in 

the packet. Fisk made the motion to accept Roesemeier resignation, seconded by Deike. 

Motion carried with all yeas. Leedy said that the position will be posted for the next 

meeting cycle. 

Consent Agenda items: the agenda items should include items A-E, the committee 

reports. Fisk made a motion to approve the consent Agenda items 5, A-E to include the 

committee reports. Seconded by Miller. Deike mentioned that Jane was the chair to Ad 

Hoc and that another chair needs to be assigned to that committee. Roll Call: Hayes-Y, 

Deike-Y, Fisk-Y, Miller-Y, Kelley-Y, Leedy-Y. Motion carried. 

Police/Public Safety: No report 

Guest: Bob Johnson-Grand Traverse County Commissioner said that there are a couple 

of millage request to be on the ballot. One for the roads and another one for is a Veterans 

Millage, This will be requested for the August ballot. With the current budget they are 

not able to expand the veteran’s office. The county is going to ask for a 1.5 millage 

request. Deike asked if it would add services. Johnson said it would add services. It 

would increase the current budget from $500,000 to $700.000. This millage will be for 6 

years. 

Administrator Report: Report in packet. Not present at meeting (excused, on a pre-

arranged vacation). Leedy highlighted key points in letter to everyone. 

Public Comment: Dave McGough- 514 Bates, at the last meeting the DDA had three 

openings and 4 applicants. The two new ones did not meet requirements so the president 

did have the lawyer revise the application. This was done without council’s discussion or 

approval. The president recommends in no particular order the nominations to the seats. 

Two applicants were neither recommended nor recognized. They should of least been 

recommended. This lead to a reposting for the DDA open seats. Since then two more 

people have applied or as he put it recruited by the president. Now there are 6 applicants. 

Three who want to be on the board and three that the president wants on the board. One 

member that Leedy wanted on the DDA has incurred cost of over $8.000 in legal fees 

since August. He would like update of cost since September till February on legal bills 



regarding this. That gives you an idea of what her recommendations are. Mike Tornow of 

Fife Lake- He would like to give his 3 minutes to Dave so he can continue. Dave said that 

he did get a FOIA request on everything pertaining to Leedy and Minder. Asked if 

anyone would like a copy. He stated that this is a waste of money and that Leedy and 

Minder is pursuing this. He asked council to seriously consider who they would like to 

see in these seats, not how the president would like you to vote.  

New items 

 

DNR Trust Grant Resolution 16-06: Leedy said that we are reapplying this grant for 

the pavilion and bathrooms for the lakeside park for $218,000 for the pavilion at 

Lakeside Park. This will also include an ADA walkway and bathrooms.  

Deike made a motion to adopt resolution 16-06. Fisk seconded it. Roll call: Hayes-Y, 

Miller-Y, Fisk-Y, Deike-Y, Kelley-Y, Leedy-Y. Motion Carried. 

DNR Passport Grant Resolution 16-07: this grant is a much more scaled down version 

of 16-06. This grant includes bathrooms only. This project is for $85,000 Motion made 

by Fisk to adopt Resolution 16-07, seconded by Deike. Roll call: Hayes-Y, Deike-Y, 

Fisk-Y, Kelley-Y, Miller-Y, Leedy-Y. Motion carried. 

Driveway and Right of Way Ordinance 16-08: This ordinance is in line with the 

county ordinance. This ordinance is scaled back with less paperwork. Motion made by 

Fisk to adopt Resolution 16-08, supported by Miller Roll call: Kelley-Y, Hayes-Y, Fisk-

Y, Deike-Y, Miller-Y, Leedy-Y. Motion carried. 

Schedule of fees for 16-8 Ordinance: Fisk made a motion of accept the schedule of fees, 

seconded by Kelley. Motion carried with all yeas. 

Special Host Awareness Proclamation: Leedy said that this comes in spring of each 

year and it is to encourage people to have responsible parties and to discourage underage 

drinking. Deike made a motion to declare April Host Awareness Proclamation month, 

seconded by Fisk. Motion carried with all yeas.  

Historical Society Request for contribution: This is a request for the scholarship 

program that goes towards local students that work for the museum in the summer 

months. Hayes made a motion to give $250.00 to the Community Service Program. Fisk 

seconded it. Roll call: Kelley-Y, Hayes-Y, Fisk-Y, Deike-Y, Miller-Y, Leedy-Y. Motion 

carried. 

Spring Cleanup: Spring cleanup is scheduled for May 14th. Hayes asked if the Township 

was going in on it. Leedy said she would send it over to them. Martin said that the rates 

are the same as the last time it was done. Deike made a motion to approve cleanup day at 

the presented rates. Seconded by Fisk. Roll call: Hayes-Y, Deike-Y, Fisk-Y, Miller-Y, 

Kelley-Y, Leedy-Y. Motion carried. 

 

Updated items 

DDA Appointments: the positions were reposted and 6 applicants applied. Applicants 

are Tawni Deike, Kris Benke, Deb Rogers, Linda Deeren, Valerie Housour, and Theresa 

Mills. 

Leedy recommended Tawni Deike for the spot expiring on 2/29/20. Fisk made the motion 

to support the recommendation, supported by Hayes. Motion carried with all yeas.  



Leedy recommended Linda Deeren for the other spot expiring on 2/29/20. Fisk made a 

motion to accept the recommendation, seconded by Miller. Roll call: Hayes-N, Deike-N, 

Fisk-Y, Kelley-N, Miller-Y, Leedy-Y. Motion fails. 

Leedy recommended Valerie Housour to the same seat expiring on 2/29/20. Motion made 

by Miller, seconded by Fisk. Roll call: Kelley-N, Hayes-N, Fisk-Y, Deike-N, Miller-Y, 

Leedy-Y. Motion fails. 

Leedy made a recommendation to appoint Theresa Mills to the same seat expiring on 

2/29/20.  Motion made by Miller, seconded by Fisk. Roll call: Fisk-Y, Deike-N, Kelley-

N, Miller-Y, Hayes-N, Leedy-Y. Motion fails. 

Leedy recommended Kris Benke to be reappointed to her previous seat expiring on 

2/29/20. Motion made by Deike, seconded by Kelley. Roll call: Deike-Y, Hayes-Y, 

Miller-N, Fisk-N, Kelley-Y, Leedy-Y. Motion carried. 

Leedy said the term that is currently held by Larry Parker expires on 2/28/19. Leedy 

appointed Linda Deeren to the seat. She said that it does not require a vote as it is an 

interim appointment. 

DDA Update on council recommendations- joint session update: Hayes mentioned 

that the DDA terms have not been updated. Hayes made a motion to update all of the 

DDA members and terms per the attached sheet.  Seconded by Miller. Motion carried 

with all yeas. Forwerck said that she sent an E mail and said that she does not feel 

comfortable until the DDA board meets responding to the issues. She said that as far as 

the audit she said she would make sure the documents will be available. Hayes 

questioned if there budget needs to be approved by council. Leedy said that they need to 

approve it first. 

ZBA: Fisk said that there needs to be a change in the ZBA bylaws regarding the chair 

position. That needs to be cleared up before they can go forward with the ZBA. No 

meeting has been set yet. 

Communication: the Sewer Authority did advertise for construction bids. The process 

has started for work to be done this summer. This is nearly a 7 million dollar project with 

most of it being done here in Fife Lake. 

Public Comment: Linda Forwerck-116 E Front Street. On the Sewer Authority 

Construction bids they have to come back to the township. It’s just a reminder. Cory 

Caverson-8362 Wolf Rd SW Fife Lake, she questioned a DDA applicant from Deb 

Rogers. She wanted to know why it was not brought up. Deike clarified DDA law states 

the president makes recommendations for appointments.  She just wanted to say that 

Hitler died a long time ago. She said that Leedy was like his twin sister. This is a 

democracy and it is not determined by Leedy. She said that Leedy has bullied everyone 

out of office. She is tired of being quiet. She said that Jane left because of you. At some 

point you are going to have to look into the mirror to see how ugly you really are. Gordy 

Smith 630 Pierce Street, He said that his council is pretty much dead lock on everything. 

Jane would have been the deciding vote that often did not go in your favor Ms Leedy. 

Question is the next council member going to be voted on by the full council or be 

appointed by the president. Question number 2, we just had an election of the DDA 

officers one was appointed by the village president. We had a member of our business 

community who is on Main Street every day, whose application was swept under the rug. 

Please answer why you choose not to consider a Fife Lake business owner for this 

position. By the next village meeting he would like these question answered and the legal 



expenses that incurred in the last year. Dave McGough -514 Bates Street. He can’t agree 

more with the others. Jane knowledge and devotion cannot be replaced. Basically you ran 

her out of here as far as he is concerned. You have run a lot of good people out of here. 

Maybe we should get a letter from you resigning. Cindy Wyatt 114 State Street (business 

address), as a business owner downtown I just want to state that the way the DDA 

appointment was handled wrong. You did not give my mom and Theresa a fair shot. 

There is only one business owner on the DDA and that is Tim Minder. How are we going 

to promote out businesses working together going forward if the DDA and Village 

Council does not have our back. Mike Tornow, 421 Shelby Street, This is a perfect 

example of not getting anywhere. It’s war without guns. You are not helping things Lisa. 

We all want the same thing. You’re creating the problem. We all want the same things. 

Why can’t everyone work together? Maybe you don’t understand because you did not 

grow up here. Maybe you guys should look in the mirror and rethink it.  Would you like 

us to spit on the sidewalk when you walk by or would you like to be liked? Do you want 

a nice town or would you like everyone on edge. Theresa Mills 105 Pierce Street. I just 

moved back up here. I chose to move back here. I did not grow up here. I hope that the 

forefathers of this community are not against those of us who did not grow up here. This 

community is home to me and many others who did not grow up here. I hope that this 

community will stop picking and choosing and work together. Cory Caverson, one last 

comment as the president of the Village of Fife Lake at the next meeting she wants and 

answer to why you do not support any of the local businesses.  She would like to have 

that answer in writing. 

Board Comments: Hayes asked if applications were being taken for Jane’s position. 

Leedy said it would be posted and addressed at the next meeting. Kelley said that she has 

not been on the board very but has been a resident of the community for over 30 years. 

She loves this community and said that it was very dishearten that thing are going the 

way they are. She felt that the appointments for the DDA should be recommended by the 

DDA. She said that she knew that Deb Rogers had an application in since last December 

for her personally she did not understand why she was not considered. She would like to 

see us working together. Fisk he was been listening about accusations and name calling. 

This is the type of behavior that would be in a yard of a school, not from adults. He is 

disappointed that people don’t realize that there are issues that can come up like liabilities 

and responsibilities if it is not done legally. He said he is not accustomed to hearing this 

kind of behavior outside of work as a corrections officer. There are a lot of positives 

going on around the community. He said for people to leave their personal problems at 

the door. He said lets look for the positive. Public comment: Deb Rogers said that some 

people have said things that may seem childish to you. Sometimes the will of the 

community is not being recognized. You may want to consider that you work for us, not 

us for you. This is an election year. Deike said that since she will be starting DDA she 

will be putting in her resignation for Planning. 

 

Miller made a motion to adjourn at 7:58pm 

 

 

 

 


