
The Village of Fife Lake  

Village Council Minutes  

July 5th 2016  

Meeting called to order at 7pm  

Roll Call: Present: Fisk, Hayes, Miller, Deike, and Leedy.  

 Absent: Menzies, and Kelley.  

 Others: Valerie Houser-Village Treasurer, Tessa Johnson-Village Clerk,                                      

Marv Radtke-Village Administrator. Marcia Eby- Deputy Clerk.  

Approval of Agenda: Fisk made a motion to approve the agenda as presented, 

seconded by Hayes. Motion carried with all yeas  

Pledge of Allegiance  

Special order of Business: None  

Consent Agenda items A-D: Leedy mentioned two extra bills added that came 

in today. The attorney bill for $546.00 and the Fife Lake True Value bill in the 

handout tonight Fisk made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda items A-

D. Miller supported the motion. Roll Call: Hayes-Y, Fisk-Y, Deike-Y, Miller-Y, 

Leedy-Y. Motion Carried.  

Police/ Public Safety: no report.  

Guest: Bob Johnson was not present for the meeting. Mark McKeller was 

present and is running for Grand Traverse County Commissioner. He is 

running for Bob Johnson seat. He gave some background information about 

himself. He discussed why he was running for this office and if elected what 

he plans to do once in office.  

Administrator Report: Report in packet. He briefly discussed what was in his 

report.  He discussed the follow up on the Best 4th of the North. He suggested 

getting together with the Chamber to have a follow up meeting to discuss any 

areas that need improvement. Discussion followed regarding minor problems 

with the 4th among council members. Hayes questioned a zoning complaint form 

and asked for a copy to be given to council. Public Comment: none  

New items  

Best 4th of the North wrap up: Gloria Perrault spoke on behalf of the 

chambers side of the 4th. She discussed lack of volunteers and the work 

involved. Discussion was done on ways to make it run more smoothly next 

year. Possible coordination meeting to be set up to help with 

communication. Discussion among council of possibly using a check list 

and overall to better coordinate activities so everything runs smoothly.  



Jim Morrison regarding vacating Howard Street Alley: He discussed with 

council possibly vacating the alley. Block 17 with 4 owners who own the alley 

and own property across the alley. He had a map of the area in question with 

him. The closing will be between 5th   Street to 4th Street. Gordy Smith 630 

Pierce Street commented in favor of closing the street. Marvin recommended 

sending this to the Street Committee.  

Pugsley Correctional Facility Closing: Pugsley is scheduled to close on 

September 24th. This will impact the village economy greatly. This closing 
came as a big surprise to everyone. Radtke said the village is being 
proactive in trying to get the facility reused as quickly as possible. Some 
suggestions have been made on what to do at the facility. Radtke said 
that the suggestions will be taken back to Lansing. This is in hopes of 
reducing the financial impact to the village businesses.  

Elections: anyone running nonpartisan needs to file before July 26th at 4 

pm. The township has the paper work. The president’s seat, the 
Treasure’s seat, and three council members Miller, Hayes, and Kelley’s 
seat are up for reelection. People can also run as independent on the 
township level by filing by the above date.  

Updated Items  

131 Corridor Development: the development from Cadillac to Petoskey 

that has been going on for the last two years is now in the Marketing 
phase. The marketing is directed towards tourism with focus on the trails 
and recreational qualities. Regional marketing expected to begin in the 
fall.  

Dispensary Update: already covered in administer report. At this point 

the Planning Commission is researching the subject.  

Minder request: Minder asked last month for two show cause hearings. 

Radtke discussed the attorney's recommendations. Attorney said there 
was no reason why Council should not have a show cause hearing to 
remove DDA members. Other options are to transfer the DDA to the 
Planning commission and dissolve the board. The third option is to 
dissolve the DDA. Leedy said that the audit is not completed yet. DDA 
members have voiced frustration with problems within the DDA. Current 
DDA chair Dieke voiced her concerns about the DDA under the new 
changes. Radtke said that action should be taken at this time. Fisk 
voiced his concerns about reducing risk and liability in moving forward 
with the current DDA members. Miller made a motion to move the DDA 
to the Planning board. No second to the motion. Motion fails. Miller gave 

his reason for moving to planning commission. Hayes questions the audit 



being in at the end of the month. Can the decision wait? Leedy said that 
documentation is still missing for the audit. Radtke discussed the 
procedure pertaining to the audit deficiencies with the DDA. Motion to 
postpone the just cause to the August meeting after the audit comes 
back. Hayes made the motion to postpone the just cause hearing to the 
August meeting after the audit comes back. Deike seconded it. Motion 
carries with 2 nays and 3 yeas.  

DDA Accountability: discussed above.  

Communication: a letter was in the packet from the Gauld family 

regarding the dispensary. This puts it at 27 opposed and 2 in favor of the 
dispensary of citizens within the village, who have provided input. A 
notice also came in from Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs 
to post information about human trafficking. This is posted outside the 
office.  

Public Comment: Mark McKeller 658 Sun City Road. Kingsley- He 
discussed the DDA issue saying that a show cause is not always needed 
to remove someone from office and suggested looking into that. He said 
the Village Council has the authority to remove if you have cause.  

Board Comments: Leedy mentioned that the interns have been working 
well. They have learned a lot. Radtke said that there is materials and 
equipment that needs to be looked into getting rid of. Leedy thanked 
Tessa for putting in extra time and painting and weeding. Leedy said she 
applied for another grant for $20,000 to apply to the bathroom grant if 
we get it.  
Deice made a motion to adjourn at 8:37 pm.  

Respectfully Submitted  

Marcia Eby  


